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*Funding for the CIRCLE project is provided by the U.S. Department of Labor through cooperative agreements E-9-K-2-0048 and E-9-K-2-0005.

The goal of CIRCLE is to prevent 

child labor, especially the worst 

forms. The CIRCLE objectives are 

to identify and promote 

replicable, community-based 

educational innovations that 

successfully address the 

prevention or reduction of child 

labor and to document their Best 

Practices.  CIRCLE project 

activities contribute directly to 

the following objectives of the 

U.S. Department of Labor Child 

Labor Education Initiative:

     Strengthen formal and non-

formal education systems and 

mobilize a wide array of actors to 

improve infrastructure;

     Raise awareness of the 

importance of education for all 

children and the hazards of child 

labor;

     Strengthen national and local 

institutions and policies to 

address education and child 

labor; 

     Ensure sustainability of these 

efforts. 

CIRCLE solicits and administers 

sub-contracts on a competitive 

basis to non-governmental 

(NGO), community-based 

organizations. CIRCLE has funded 

over 65 community-based 

organizations in 23 countries 

addressing various sectors of 

child labor and providing 

education alternatives. See the 

CIRCLE web site 

www.circle.winrock.org for 

information on the 

organizations, countries and 

projects. 
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NEW
ADDRESS

WINROCK INTERNATIONAL - BRAZIL

R. Manuel Barreto, 415, Graça | Salvador-Bahia-Brasil  CEP 40150-360

Tel/Fax: +55 71 3339.6900 |www.winrock.org.br | mail@winrock.org.br

THE PURPOSE OF THIS NEWSLETTER IS TO SHARE AND EXCHANGE INFORMATION ON THE CIRCLE PROJECTS 

WITH THE COMMUNITY-BASED NGO PARTNERS IN EACH REGION. NGOS ARE ENCOURAGED TO SEND 

FEEDBACK, LESSONS LEARNED, AND SPECIAL EVENTS OR ANY POSITIVE CHANGES IN THEIR COUNTRIES THAT 

INVOLVE REDUCTION OF CHILD LABOR THROUGH EDUCATION. THE NEWSLETTER IS ALSO A RESOURCE FOR 

REGIONAL CHILD LABOR AND TRAFFICKING PREVENTION INFORMATION. 

THE NEWSLETTERS FOR EACH REGION ARE POSTED ON THE CIRCLE WEBSITE. 
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Sociedade 1° de Maio wins 
Itaú/Unicef Award in Brazil
Sociedade 1° de Maio (Society 

May 1st) had its work recognized 

one more time - it received 

Itaú/Unicef 2005 Award. 

Created to support NGOs 

partners of public schools, the 

prize, which had its fir st edition 

in 1995, has already benefited 

more than 170 thousand 

children and adolescents. 

Sociedade 1° de Maio presented 

the Cluberê project, supported 

by CIRCLE, and  was  one of the 

organizations regionally 

awarded for its work, done 

through the CIRCLE project. 

Competing  against 1.682 NGOs 

for the 2005 award edition, 1° 

de Maio   was among 6 NGOs in 

the northeast region (30 in 

total). The organization 

received eight thousand reais 

($ 4.000) and a state of the art 

computer. They  intend  to use 

this money to improve the 

infra-structure of one of units 

of Cluberê, where project 

activities occurs. 

1° de Maio has worked for 25 

years in Novos Alagados, an 

impoverished suburb of Salvador, 

Brazil. This institution has 

implemented a series of projects 

focused on educating and 

revitalizing this neighborhood. 

It was through CLUBERÊ, a 

project conducted in partnership 

with Winrock through CIRCLE, 

that the NGO received  the 

Itaú/Unicef Award.  CLUBERÊ is 

assisting  247 afro-adolescent 

children and adolescents to 

complement their schooling with 

activities such as theater, music, 

dance and tutoring lessons. They 

can also participate in 

workshops, occupational and life 

skills training. Art workshops 

emphasize students´ creativity 

as  they act out cases of their 

lives on stage. Activities, such as 

literacy and family, support are 

also supported by the project. 

CIRCLE and the award received 

will help the organization extend 

and intensify its work. 

Vera Lazarrotto, 
project´s director, 
receives the award.
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*Funding for the CIRCLE project is provided by the U.S. Department of Labor through cooperative agreements E-9-K-2-0048 and E-9-K-2-0005.

SHORT REMINDERS TO 
PARTNER NGOs

Your next 
report is due 
Feb. 10, 2006 

Send in your stories 
and best practices 

II International Conference on the 
Rights of Children and Adolescents

About 415 children and adolescents from throughout Latin 
America, Africa, and Europe attended the II Internat ional 
Conference on the Rights of Children and Adolescents which took 
place on November 21-25 in Lima, Peru. 
The agenda was developed with the input of the partic ipants 
including themes such as promoting citizenship t hrough the 
perspective of children and adolescents, the convention on 
rights of children and its expansion through social polic ies, and 
enforcement of economic, social, and cultural r ights.
Actively promoting their rights, par ticipants of the event asked 
that each country conformed with t heir goals to eradicate child 
labor and reminded all that the construction of a more just and 
democratic world is not possible without part icipation.

http://www.oit.org.pe/ipec

Accessed on 12/29/2005
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Makaí Community Center in Paraguay: 
an initiative of success

3

CIRCLE LATIN AMERICA JANUARY | 2006

Investing in the future

Children Universe Program 
in action.

Relying on the results obtained 

by Children's Universe, CEIPA 

created a training course in 

communication entitled Our 

Voice Counts, which intends to 

contribute to the development 

of new social agents in the 

community. Winrock´s partner 

for two years now, CEIPA houses 

in its units 173 children 

supported by the CIRCLE project 

and awaits the arrival of 20 

more children for the school 

year of 2006. Participation in 

the activities promoted by the 

NGO gives the beneficiaries t he 

chance to strengthen their 

education and to reflect on 

themes related to children's 

rights. 

CEIPA, an NGO that works for the 

reduction of child labor in 

Guatemala, has developed 

activities targetting awareness 

raising and improvement of self-

esteem of child laborers. The 

organization created a radio 

program, Children's Universe, 

involving a group of children and 

teenagers from the CIRCLE 

project. To enrich the 

experience, CEIPA  involved the 

children  in the production and 

presentation of the program. By 

experiencing daily activities of a 

radio station these  children  and  

teenagers developed their 

technical and communication 

skills.  They were also able to 

reflect on their condition as child 

laborers and the importance of 

being aware of their rights and 

responsibilities. 

Although poverty is one of the 

main causes of child labor, 

cultural aspects also contribute 

to the fact that 250 million 

children work around the world. 

Countries with high rates of child 

labor have the tradition of 

working children passed on from 

generation to generation. 

Parents who began working when 

they were children believe their 

sons and daughters will benefit if 

exposed to premature labor. In 

order to challenge this belief, 

government institutions and 

NGOs have been trying to educate 

families about the consequences 

of child labor. CIRD (Center for 

Informational Resources on 

Development) from Paraguay, is 

one of the successful NGOs 

promoting awareness raising. 

Partner of the CIRCLE project, 

the organization promotes 

lectures focused on making 

parents aware of the rights of 

their children. An example of 

this is Makaí Community Center 

supported by CIRCLE. It  was 

built so parents could take their 

children somewhere where they 

could be fed and educated. 

Currently the center has it work 

intensified through the CIRCLE 

project. Parents´ participation in 

the project made the Makaí 

Center a successful initiative.

 Assisted by CIRD, the parents 

formed a committee responsible 

for promoting the rights of 

children in the community and 

raising funds to maintain the 

center. It also intervenes in 

situations where children's rights 

are being disrespected and 

creates solutions to prevent child 

labor.  

*Funding for the CIRCLE project is provided by the U.S. Department of Labor through cooperative agreements E-9-K-2-0048 and E-9-K-2-0005.

http://www.oit.org.pe/ipec

Accessed on 12/29/2005

Eradication of Child Labor 
in Latin America would 
cost US$105 billion

Based on its last study about 
child labor in Latin America, 
ILO has estimated that it will 
take 20 years to end child labor 
in the region. According to 
them, it will be necessary for 
an investment of  US$106 
billion for eradication to take 
place within this timeframe. 
The data for the study came 
from Brazil, Argentina, Bolivia, 
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, EL Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Mexico, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, Dominican 
Republic, Uruguay, and 
Venezuela.
This information was presented 
to ministers and experts of 
children and adolescents  at 
Ibero America's VII Meeting, 
which took place on 
September, 26 - 27 in León, 
Spain.
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PAMI´s Response to Stan
The damages caused by 

Hurricane Stan, which swept 

through Guatemala at the 

beginning of October, had a 

devastating ef fect on the 

population and led to a dire need 

for humanitarian aid.  In 

addition to the economic losses, 

the country suf fered from a 

series of landslides that rendered 

several cities inaccessible during 

the first days af ter the storm.  

The city of Panajachel, the 

country´s second main touris t 

destination, was severely 

affected and r isks losing three 

thousand jobs if it cannot 

recover its tourism industry. The 

damages to Panajachel´s 

infrastructure have caused 

major upheaval to the 

population and have hindered 

disaster relief aid to the area.  

Two months after the storm, an 

extensive situation of chaos and 

a great number of homeless 

continue to haunt the city. PAMI 

(the Program for Aid to 

Maternal Health) is working in 

Panajachel through the CIRCLE 

project to strengthen the formal 

education system thus 

benefiting children at risk of 

child labor and those who 

already work. Unable to 

continue with the educational 

activities of the project, PAMI 

sought assistance from 

different sources for the rescue 

of victims and rehabilitation of 

the town. The organization sent 

a needs assessment with photos 

PAMI distributes food to the 
victims of Hurr icane Stan.

and details on the impact of the 

disaster to its partner 

organizations from around the 

world, government institutions 

and the general population, 

asking for more support for 

Panajachel and other affected 

areas in Guatemala. Besides 

seeking internal assistance, 

PAMI has played a vital role in 

helping restore balance in the 

municipality.

PAMI has extended their actions 

beyond the participating 

families of CIRCLE in order to 

help the broader community of 

Panajachel. In addition to being 

one of the entities responsible 

for distributing food and water 

to the city, the NGO has offered 

its establishments as a 

temporary home, receiving 21 

families that lost their houses 

during the landslides.  The 

beginning of the new school year 

in February is awaited in order to 

re-initiate the customary 

activities of the school.

Week Festival of Legends 
and Storytelling

The Peruvian NGO AMF (Women-

Family Association) has been 

working for 22 years in the city of 

Cajamarca, one of the five cities 

with the highest rates of poverty 

in the country. The organization 

develops an intensive work plan 

focused on promoting awareness 

to  the population regarding the 

rights and responsibilities of 

Peruvian children.  AMF currently 

works in partnership with t he 

CIRCLE project for the reduction 

of child labor, a problem that 

impacts the lives of 1,7% of the 

Peruvian children between the 

ages 10 to 14. 

Aware that children's low self-

esteem is one of the main 

obstacles to reduce child labor 

while promoting education, AMF 

through the CIRCLE project 

organized a children´s event of 

artistic perf ormance in which 

beneficiaries of t he project and 

children from other NGOs 

participated. The event 

presented paintings, poetry, 

plays, storytelling and folk 

Andean dances. 

The results of children's 

participation in the Week 

Festival of Legends and 

Storytelling can be noticed 

through the improvement of 

their performance in school. 

Aware of the negatives 

consequences of child labor, AMF 

is also concentrating its effor ts 

in improving the quality of 

services provided to 

beneficiaries. It  of fers  training 

to its staff t o improve their 

performance in activities 

promoted by the organization.

*Funding for the CIRCLE project is provided by the U.S. Department of Labor through cooperative agreements E-9-K-2-0048 and E-9-K-2-0005.
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