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Young people demand increased monitoring and
implementation of public policies

11 Municipal Meeting of Children and Adolescent Domestic Laborers
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The 2005 National Household Research (Pnad), by the Brazilian Institute of Geography and
Statistics (IBGE) reveals the sad reality of child labor has increased in Brazil. Between 2004 and
2005, the number of child and adolescent laborers went from 5.3 to 5.45 million.

The IBGE research also indicates the growth of domestic child labor: from 403 thousand in 2004 to
404 thousand in 2005. Because children and adolescents engaged in domestic labor are subject to
excessive work hours, small or no remuneration, humiliations and even moral and sexual violations,
it is considered one of the worst forms of child labor.

CIRCLE’s partner Centro Dom Helder Camara de Estudos e Acdo Social (CENDHEC), has been
fighting child labor in the State of Pernambuco, Brazil, through the participation in the State Férum
to Prevent and Eradicate Child Labor. CENDHEC carries out studies and programs that help address
the domestic child labor phenomena in the city of Recife.

With the support of CIRCLE, CENDHEC has mobilized civil society Recife to develop the
Municipal Plan to Eradicate Child Labor. The plan was approved within the Municipal Council of
Childrens’ Rights, and has become policy.

In December 2006, the Plan was presented to 120 children, adolescents and youths, in the city of
Recife, Pernambuco, during the 11 Municipal Meeting of Children and Adolescent Domestic



Laborers. The participants discussed how to demand from the government the implementation of
the actions stated by the Plan. In addition, they participated in thematic workshops on
Communication, Violence, Reproductive Health, Sexual Rights, Youth and Labor, Gender, Family
and Community.

As a result of the Meeting, a Commission of youth wrote an open letter to society (see full text
below), demanding that authorities implement the Municipal Plan and use it to defend the rights of
children and adolescents in Recife.

Some of the statements in the letter include, the condemnation of all forms of child labor, the
demand for greater monitoring of social programs such as the Program for Child Labor Eradication
(PETI) in order to identify families that are receiving the social benefits inappropriately, and
improvements to the infrastructure and diversification of activities developed during the extra
curriculum activities.

For more information, please visit http://www.cendhec.org.br/ or talk to CENDHEC through the
email cendhec@terra.com.br

Opew Letter to SDO’LEtU

We, children, adolescents and young people, gathered at the 1 Municipal
Meeting for Domestic Chilol and Adolescent Workers, would Like to say that all
childven and adolescents have rights and duties, as well as adults, and also
some spectal rights, as the right to a decent housing, to study, to Llelsure, to
attend technical trainings and to go to University. we want these rights to be
assured for all.

we believe all families have the right not to expose their children to any sort of
child Laboy, as this is havmful for their studies, psychological development and
potential for a better future.

we wnderstand the bmportance of soclal prograwms, but we want greater
monitoring to avold that families who do wot need the benefits have access to
thew, tnstead of other families who need this assistance.

We want a better structure for PETI( s activities, playful and varied activities, so
that chiloven and adolescents beneficiaries are not discowraged to attend.

We wrge the right to participate and follow up the actions we are recommending
anol we want all of them to be fulfilled for our vights to be guaranteed.

we understand that the Municipal Plan to Prevent and Evadicate Chilol Labor
and Protect the Adolescent Worker in the City of Recife contributes to lumprove
the Life of child Laborers and we demand that it is fulfilled.

we would Like to say that we will always be aware that these vights are fulfilled.
Thus, we demand that competent authorities take the actions off the paper and

apply them to bnprove our Lives.

Recife, December 16th, 2006.




Network for children and adolescents discusses child labor
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Meeting of Inter-institutional Childhood and Adolescence Network
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The non-governmental organization CEBIAE estimates that in the Municipality of Potosi in Bolivia,
there are around 5.000 children and adolescents working in the street as sellers, shoe shiners, car
washers, and in sectors such as mining, transportation and domestic labor. To prevent and eradicate
child labor in the region, CEBIAE is implementing the program Potosi Education City, with the
support of CIRCLE.

The program’s specific objective is to strengthen the work and coordinate institutions and
organizations in the Municipality of Potosi, aiming to generate policies and programs in the field of
education and focus on the participatory prevention and eradication of child labor. The program is
composed of three processes: empowerment of the civil society, empowerment of local
organizations and government, and empowerment of public schools.

CEBIAE promotes the coordination of joint actions to improve the livelihoods of children and
adolescents, building on the experience of Red Pré Nifios, Nifias y Adolescentes Trabalhajores
(PRONAT). In order to expand the network to other social actors and address child labor within a
greater context, CEBIAE is helping to create of the Interinstitutional Network for Childhood and
Adolescence, currently in the process of formulation of a Municipal Agenda on childhood and
adolescence.

For more information, please contact Mr. Wilfredo Gonzéles Paco, at cebiaepotosi@yahoo.es.




Fighting sexual exploitation of
children and adolescents in Natal

In the city of Natal, like many other cities in the Northeast of Brazil, is famous for its beautiful
beaches and its tropical weather. Unfortunately, another tourist attraction that has concerned NGOs
like as Casa Renascer is the sexual exploitation of children and adolescents. The issue is not
anything new, and indeed there are some public policies to fight and prevent it, but implementation
is weak -- as it is the case of the law that establishes the creation of Internal Commissions to Prevent
Accidents and Violence (CIPAVES) at schools.

With experience in the fight against sexual violence against children and adolescents, Casa
Renascer, in coordination with the Municipal Secretariat of Education, is developing actions in two
public schools in low income communities that aim to reduce the vulnerability of children and
adolescents to violence and sexual exploitation. The project identifies that one of the risk factors is
ignorance, lack of information by the children, adolescents and their families about the causes and
consequences of commercial sexual exploitation. Children and adolescents with access to
information are more aware and have an increased capacity to defend themselves and seek
protection. However, according to Casa Renascer, the fact that the focus is on sexual exploitation
also adds several elements of economic and cultural nature that bring new challenges to the fight.

Through the CIRCLE supported project, Casa Renascer carried out 24 workshops with groups of
adolescents at these schools, addressing themes such as citizenship, youth participation, and
violence. At the beginning of each meeting the NGO created “therapeutic groups”, which include
therapeutic techniques geared at the integration of the group, socialization, respect, team work,
motivation, care and life projects. This allows the adolescents to express their fears and concerns
and to reflect about their future. Work with adolescents also includes family visits.

Another goal of the project is the sensitization and motivation of school teachers to address the child
labor as a crosscutting subject in the activities carried out in class. The project is also carrying out
discussions aiming to reinforce the roles of family and school in the socialization of children and
adolescents and the prevention of several forms of violence and social exclusion.
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Casa Rengsoer

For more information please visit www.casarenascer.org.br or write to
casarenascer@digizap.com.br.




