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INTRODUCTION 
 
CIRCLE (Community-
based Innovations to 
Reduce Child Labor 
through Education) is 
a global project that 
identifies and 
promotes, through 
sub-contracts, 
innovative 
community-based 
pilot projects that 
address the reduction 
of child labor through 
education. In three 
major rounds of 
funding, the CIRCLE 
project has awarded 
17 sub-contracts to 
NGOs in seven 
countries in Latin 
America. 
Please see the 
CIRCLE web site 
http://circle.winrock.or
g for NGO Project 
Summaries, Spotlight 
Stories and 
Newsletters that 
provide information on 
CIRCLE activities and 
the global movement 
to stop child labor.  
 
*funding provided by 
the United States 
Department of Labor 
under cooperative 
agreements E-9-K-2-
00005 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Programa Obispo Anaya 

 
Through CIRCLE, Programa Obispo Anaya 
(OA) is working to provide education services 
and raise awareness of the hazards of garbage 
scavenging in the impoverished neighborhood 
of Kara Kara, Cochabamba, Bolivia.  As part 
of the informational activities to raise public 
awareness, OA created Reymundo – a mascot 
character of the project who was presented to 
children in the first workshop on the hazards 
of landfills. 
 
Reymundo is the drawing of a boy between 8-
10 years old, who is supposed to represent a 
child of this age.  His message is that he loves 
the world and wants to preserve its ecology. 

Reymundo has an enemy, named Mr. Cochambre, who loves garbage and 
contamination.  Both characters were presented to the children along with a book that 
tells stories of how to fight Mr. Cochambre. 

In less than a week, 
Reymundo turned into the 
school champion!  Children 
were able to identify with 
the character as a model of 
good attitude as if he were 
a character of games they 
are used to playing! OA 
feels that through 
Reymundo and other 
interventions like 
discussion and health 
control, the project has 
been able to bear fruits. 
Children have started to 
become more concerned 
about their health and more 
critical about the risks they 

are exposed to. Children relate more to the message being delivered since it comes 
from another child and not an adult.  By giving the leading actor a figure of a child, 
project beneficiaries themselves become the protagonists of the story with a message 
that suits them in terms of the language and attitudes.  From the perspective of an 
adult, OA thinks Reymundo is a role model who shows children how to become more 
active in dealing with problems of contamination, thus helping create an attitude that 
listens and believes in the risks involved in garbage scavenging.  
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5,000 reasons to fight child labor 
Video about the reality of child labor and its relation to education 

sensitizes teachers in four schools in Potosi 
 
Through the support of CIRCLE, CEBIAE 
has produced a video called 5,000 Reasons 
– making reference to the estimate of 
5,000 child laborers in the city of Potosi, 
Bolivia. The purpose of the video is to 
sensitize teachers in schools in Potosi 
about child labor and support them in the 
provision of  education to child and 
adolescent laborers The video presents the 
working conditions of children and 
adolescents and how that impacts their 
ability to perform in school – both positive 
and negative aspects. Among the positive 

aspects is that child laborers can apply to school what they learn from work – for 
instance, activities related to money and its application in managing mathematical 
operations, fractions, and basic measures and statistics.  However, the video stresses 
the many negative impacts on children and adolescents that need to be understood – 
since they are denied a childhood of normal development in accordance with their age. 
   

The video is part of the research conducted by 
CEBIAE under CIRCLE on the needs 
assessment of child laborers in Potosi, aiming 
to raise awareness about the hazards of child 
labor and make a call for action.  The 
educational institutions (night schools which 
are part of non-formal education) received the 
video with strong interest and are now 
motivated to promote some changes for the 
benefit of child laborers, including a new 
curriculum. 

 
NGO Casa Renascer promotes integrated 

work in communities 
 
The NGO Casa Renascer, located in Northeastern Brazil, provides preventive and 
combative actions against child labor and sexual exploitation of children and 
adolescents through education. The main goals of the project are to fight domestic and 
sexual violence against children and adolescents, and the improvement of the 
educational system in target communities. In order to develop an integrated system 
work, Casa Renascer, schools and other institutions worked together. 

 
In their CIRCLE project, which ended last April, the students were visited both at 
school and home and invited to participate in discussions on issues like children – 
parent relationships, child labor, urban and domestic types of violence.  These 
discussions were conducted by the social workers and psychologists of Casa Renascer. 
 
These encounters led students to think about themselves, their families, school and 
their expectations in the short and medium term. They motivated the boys and girls, 
whose unique perspective was through struggling to survive in a very violent 
environment (the two neighborhoods selected by the project have the worst social 
indicators in the city of Natal). Additionally, the discussions were an opportunity for 
adolescents that usually do not have their voices heard, to fight for their rights and 
become involved in addressing community problems. 
In addition to working directly with the children and adolescents, Casa Renascer also 
involved the other members of the communities, such as families and teachers. As part 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

of the project, the schools disseminate 
information about the events within the 
community and also participate in 
activities – and it offers a chance for 
students and parents to talk to teachers 
and directors about any issue or 
difficulties faced. 
 
The attention is projected to the 

demands of the communities, because their members discuss what they need and claim 
for government attention. Through interaction and dialogue families realized that they 
have similar problems and felt the need to come together for improving their sense of 
belonging and living conditions.  
 
Children also became self satisfied and motivated to keep studying and know about 
his/her rights and obligations.  In this project, Casa Renascer invested in the concept 
that children and adolescents need to feel sheltered by the family and adapted to the 
school environment, so that they can grow aware of their rights and responsibilities as 
citizens.  The debates, workshops and encounters promoted by the project were a way 
to foster these ideas.  
 

CENDHEC promotes activities together to youth groups of PETI 
for the knowlodge of the Statute of children and adolescents 

 
In the month of May, two groups were formed, one in the morning and the other in the 
afternoon, to develop workshops aiming to achieve interaction among participants, 
Cendhec’s staff, and the young instructors of child labor.  The themes included: the 
history of children in Brazil, the Statute of Child and Adolescent, and the right of 
education and the issue of child labor. In order to develop the themes, the adolescents 
carried through some practical activities, such as: research about the history of 
children, data about schools in the areas, and communication workshops for 
developing The Mural, Cendhec’s newsletter In the end, five thematic meetings and 
two communication meetings took place within each group.  
 
In the next workshops, other themes will be presented, such as: awareness about  child 
labor, the difficulties faced in schools (such as absence of teachers, violence, etc.), and 
the lack of perspective for the future.  These subjects will be listed in the evaluation of 
the Municipal plan of Prevention and Combating Child Labor in the City of Recife, 
which is taking place this month. The intention is to establish a dialogue with the 
Secretariat of Social Assistance about these issues and develop proposals to address 
this need. 
 

June 12, World Day Against Child Labor, International Labor 
Organization focuses on the elimination of child labor in agriculture 

This year on 12 June, World Day Against Child Labor focused on the elimination of 
child labor in agriculture. Worldwide, agriculture is the sector where the largest 
percentage of working children is found - nearly 70 percent. Over 132 million girls and 
boys aged 5 to 14 years old often work from sun up to sun down on farms and 
plantations, planting and harvesting crops, spraying pesticides, and tending livestock. 

Child labor, according to the International Labor Organization Programme on the 
Elimination of Child Labor (ILO-IPEC) conventions, is work that harms children's 
well-being and hinders their education, development and future livelihoods. When 
children have to work long hours in the fields, their ability to attend school or skills 
training is limited, preventing them from gaining education that could help lift them 
out of poverty in the future. Girls are particularly disadvantaged as they often 
undertake household chores following work in the fields. Moreover, agriculture is one 
of the three most dangerous occupations to work in along with mining and 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

construction, in terms of fatalities, accidents and ill health. 

However, not all work that children undertake in agriculture is bad for them or would 
qualify as work to be eliminated under the ILO Minimum Age Convention No. 138 or 
the Worst Forms of Child Labor Convention No. 182. Tasks appropriate to a child's 
age and that do not interfere with a child's schooling and leisure time can be a normal 
part of growing up in a rural environment. Indeed, many types of work experience for 
children can be positive, providing them with practical and social skills for work as 
adults. Improved self-confidence, self-esteem and work skills are attributes often 
found in young people engaged in some aspects farm work. 

ILO-IPEC is now working with international agricultural organizations on the 
elimination of child labor in agriculture, especially hazardous child labor. These 
organizations are currently the: 

-  Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO);  
-  International Fund on Agricultural Development (IFA D);  
-  International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) of the Consultative Group 
on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) ;  
-  International Federation of Agricultural Producers 
(IFAP)  representing farmers/employers and their organizations;  
-  International Union of Food, Agricultural, Hotel, Restaurant, Catering, 
Tobacco and Allied Workers’ Associations (IUF) representing workers and their 
organizations.  
 
These international organizations represent an important conduit to the national level 
because of their close contacts with national ministries or departments of agriculture, 
agricultural extension services, farmers' organizations and cooperatives, agricultural 
producer organizations, agricultural research bodies and so on.  
This new partnership strengthens the global movement for the elimination of child 
labor and will have a real impact on the ground.  

  
Annual Grantee Workshop on “Impacts” 

    
 
The annual U.S. Department of Labor/OCFT  workshop was on “Maximizing the 
Impact of Child Labor Interventions. ”  It was held in the Washington, DC area, June 
1-4, 2007 at the Crystal Hyatt Hotel in Crystal City, Virginia. Over 100 representatives 
attended of about 20 projects funded by USDOL/OCFT around the world addressing 
child labor issues and education. The Office for Child Labor, Forced Labor, and 
Human Trafficking, (formerly the International Child Labor Program (ICLP) and 
grantees presented topics such as, 1) Meeting Goals and Expectations, 2)What does 
Impact look like?, 3) Project Design, Baseline, and Data Collection, 4) Targeting; 
Tacking and Monitoring, 5) Efficiency and effectiveness, 6)Impact Assessment, 7) 
Prevention of Children Involved in Armed Conflict, 8) Impact in Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation, 9) Ensuring Quality Non-formal Education, 10) GPRA, 11) Audit and 
Evaluation Findings, 12) Project Close out.  
 
Power Point Presentations of all of the presentations and Best Practices are available 
on http://www.dtiassociates.com/ocftannualworkshop/ 
 
The workshop provided an opportunity for grantees to exchange experiences, lessons 
learned and best practices. Areas of particular interest were methods in student 
tracking; challenges of keeping children out of worst forms of child labor once 
removed; income generation activities without cash transfers; and impacts. Grantees 
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showed their diverse creativity and brought a symbol of impact of each project that 
was posted altogether on the workshop walls.   
 
Grantees spent time with their project GOTRs and with other members of DOL staff 
for a fruitful and productive workshop. Several groups decided to follow up with 
information sharing and the group from Latin America plans to maintain networking 
among grantees through a list serv. The workshop was facilitated by DTI Associates.  
 

Winrock World Day Against Child Labor Event 
 

In recognition of the World Day Against Child 
Labor, on June 5, Winrock hosted Cultivating 
Change: Alternatives to Child Labor, a program and 
reception on Capitol Hill. Senator Tom Harkin’s 
office sponsored the event and was represented by 
foreign relations legislative assistant Rosemary 
Gutierrez. 
 
Key speakers included Grace Banya from ILO, Dr. 
Charita Castro of the US Department of Labor, and 
Ron Croushorn from the US Department of 

Agriculture.  The event was in preparation of the actual date of June 12 that was 
sponsored by the International Labor Organization and others to observe the World 
Day Against Child Labor. Many of the grantees in the Washington area attending the 
DOL workshop attended the event and outside participants included members of the 
local community from private sector, government, congressional offices, NGOs and 
Foundations learned about problems and solutions to child labor in agriculture, a sector 
responsible for 70 percent of under-age workers. Exhibits were sponsored by the ILO 
Washington Office, Winrock, and the International Center for Child Labor and 
Education, Washington, DC. ILO showed its video Child Labour.  Winrock showed its 
video on combating child labor in cocoa through education from the Winrock program 
CLASSE sponsored by the World Cocoa Foundation and members. The event closed 
with music by guitarist John Albertson and passing out of “Seeds for Change” cards 
that can be moistened and planted in gardens or indoor pots and yield flowers for child 
labor prevention.   

 


